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FOREWORD 


The purpose of this history is that it might be used as a source 


of information for the school children of Perry County. It has 
discovered in our work with the children in the past three years 
many of them know very little about their owm county. That they 
be better informed is our purpose. 


Considerable research has been necessary in order to secure 


been 


that 


may 


this 


information. Likewise considerable work has been made to produce it. 


To the following we are indebted: 


History of Randolph, Monroe and Perry Counties - Owned by 
John Roe. Historical material from Illinois State Library 


History of Pinckneyville - Written by Charles Roe. 


Conversation with John Roe, S. Dyer Campbell, Alice Smith, 
John W. Neville, Frank Keith, J.‘G.-McCall, and others. 


Access to original documents in office of Circuit Clerk. 
Letters from various individuals, 
The poem is original. 


We trust that you may enjoy this small volume. 
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PERRY COUNTY 





Oter thy streams and former prairies 
Where the red men once did roam; 

Herds of cattle, flocks of sheep, 
Men and women make their home. 


Once Kaskaskia and Tamaroa warriors 
Along Beaucoup did make their trail; 
Now to travel in Perry County 
One uses auto, bus, and rail. 


The Indian cries and warwhoops 
O'er the hills once did ring; 

But now the shouts of pleyful children 
Loudly herald in the Spring. 


Once you've tasted Beaucoup waters, 
So the legend has been told; 

You will not leave Perry County 
Till you're many years old. 


Your fertile fields produce great yields 
Your many mines yield much good coal; 
The education of boys and girls 
Should always be our greatest goal. 


The rivalry of Indian tribes 

Often ended in death and fame; 
Pinckneyville and Du @uoin should 

As friendly rivals always remain. 


From the man whose naval victory 
Brought to him undying fame: 
Oliver Perry on Lake Erie, 
Has come to you your proud name. 


May the glory which he achieved 
Be transmitted down to you; 
As a proud part of Illinois 
May you many great deeds do. 


In our nation's many battles 
You have sent your sons to die; 
But the glory which they achieved 
Have brought you fame which rings on high, 


J. Wesley Neville 
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PERRY COUNTY 

Perry County is located in the southern part of the state 
of Illinois. In order to know its true history, mention should 
be made of the various governmental groups of which this county 
has been a part. 

The early colonists often laid claim to lands which they did 
not see. Thus the colony of New York claimed land extending west- 
ward to the Mississippi River. The same is true of the colony of’ 
Massachusetts, Virginia, and Connecticut. Later these colonial 
claims to these lands were surrenderei to the New United States 
Government. 

The French were the first to go into Illinois to explore and 
Settle, The early histcry of Illinois is filled with the expluits 
of Father Marquette, Joliet, LaSalle, and Tonti. The French made 
many settlements, especially in the region just west of Perry 
County. Kaskaskia, Prairie DuRocher, Casokia, and Fort Chartres. 
It was called "New France". The language, laws, and customs of 
the French were brought over with the people. The settlements 
were prospering, sending large numbers of prcducts including lead, 
wood, and furs down the Mississippi to be shipped to France. 

The English colonists began to nove westward during the middle 
of the eighteenth century. Clashes between the traders of both the 
French and English soon began. These finally developed into what 
was know as the "French and Indian Wars", This was began in 1754. 
Both sides employed the Indians to help them. The British were 
accused of "hair-buying". By this is meant that they would pay an 
Indian a certain amount for the scalp (head of hair) of one of the 


French. 
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Two years later the mother countries, France and England, 
took up the conflict. It became kncvm in Europe as the "Seven 
Year's War". Peece was brought about in 1753 by what is kncwn 
as the Treaty of Paris. By the terms of this treaty ull the 
territory cf Illinois was ceded to the English. But the Tliinois 
territory was not compietely in the hands of the British as the 
French possession of Fort Chartres hed not surrendered. It wag 
not until 1765 that the French Fort was taken. The tri-color of 
the French was hauled dovm and the English flag unfuried. Many 
of the French moved across the river into whut is now Missouri. 

The English King issued a proclamation that this territory 
should be turned over tc the Indians as a hunting ground. The 
white settlers did not like this and fur many years a conflict 
between them and the Indians raged. The Indians were orgenized 
under Chief Pontiac. In 1769 he was murdered by another Indian 
whe had been bribed by the British with a barrel of whiskey. 

When the Revolunticnary Wer between the British and their 
American colonies started in 1776 the eclonists in Illinois were 
opposed to the British. This was because of the harsh treatment 
received by the people from the hands of English tax ecllectors. 
They taxed the pecple heartly to pay for the cost of the French 
and Indian Wars. In 1778 George Rogers Ciarke approached the 
colony of Virginia with an ambitious scheme. He preposed to take 

-a band of men and capture Kaskaskia and Illinois County from the 
English. He landed with his band of Virginian soldiers, nick- 
named by the English, "Long Knives", on the southeast part of 
Tllincis. They marched overlend to Kaskaskia. It is stated eo 

some historians that they crossed Perry County and "Lost Prairie" 


was named because for a day they were lost in this vicinity. 
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The journcy to Kaskaskia was completed at night. Clarke and 
his men surprised the enemy and cantured them without a struggle. 
The people were afraid of the "Long Knives" and thought they 
would all be killed. But the way Clarke treated them won their 
confidence and they remained loyal tc the Americans for the rest 
of the war. 

The Virginia assembly created the County of Illinois cut of 
this conquered territory. It comprised all the area northwest 
of the Ohio. Later, five states were formed from it. Clarke was 
made military commancer both North and South of the Ohio and his 
friend Colonel Jcohn Todd was appointed Lieutenant-Commander of 
Tllinsis. Tllincis remained a part of Virginia until 1784, when 
Virginia ceded all her outlying territory to the general colonial 
government to be made into states. 

Three years later, in 1787, occurred one of the best pieces 
of legislation enacted by the Continental Congress. This is known 
as "The Ordinance of 1787". The three most important points were: 

lst. The exclusion of slavery from the territory forever. 

2nd. Provision for public schocls, giving one township for 
@ seminary and every section numbered sixteen in each 
township for public sehvols. 

3rd. A provisicn which prohibited the adoption of any consti- 

tution or the enactment of any law thet should nullify 
pre-existing contracts. 

This created the Northwest Territory. Illinois remained a 
part of the Northwest Territory until 1801. At that time the terri- 
tory was divided and Indiana Territory was created. In 1809 Indiana 


became a state and the rest of Indiana Territory was made into 
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Illinois Territory. In 1818 Illinois Territory was made into 
the State of Illinois. 

Kaskaskia was selected as the capital. It remained thus 
for a year. Then Vandalia was made the capital of the State. 

In 1839 the capital was moved to Springfield where it has re- 
mained since. 

When Gen, Arthur St. Clair was elected Governor of the 
Northwest Territory in 1737, he organized the southern part of 
Illinois into St. Clair County. This extended across the state 
from the Mississippi to the Ohio. Perry County was included in 
this County. In 1795 this County of St. Clair was divided and 
the southern part was called Randolph County. Perry County land 
was included in this new County which likewise extended from the 
Mississippi River to the Little Wabash. When Illinois was made 
a state in 1818, the present territory of Perry County was en- 
braced in the County of Randolph. Later Jackson County was made. 
This included the southern part of present Perry County created 
from Randolph. In 1827 Perry County was created by an act of the 
Fifth General Assembly of the State of Illinois meeting at the 
Building in Vandalia. It came into being by 

"Act Creating Perry County" 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of Illinois, 
represented in the General Assembly, that all that tract of country 
within the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning at the north- 
east corner of townshi» numuered four, south of range numbered one 
west, thence due vest, on the line between towmships three and 


four, twenty-four miles to the northwest, corner of township 
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four south of range four west; thence due south, on the 
line between ran.es four and five, eighteen miles to the 
Southwest, corner of tovmship six south of ran.e four west, 
thence cue east on the line between towmshios six an! seven 
twenty-four miles to the southeast corner of tovmshi, six 

south of ran.e one west, thence due north on the thir principal 
merician line eishteen miles to the place of be,zinnin; shall con- 
stitute a new county to 5e cullei the county of Perry. 

Sec. 2 That for the purpose of locatin;: the permanent seat 
of justice for said county, the following named »ersons shall be, 
and they are herety ao .ointe! commissioners, to wit: Edward 
Humphreys and Samuel Crawford of Randolj»h County, and Singleton 
Kinnel of Jackson County, whose duty it shall be to meet at the pe” 
house of Amos Anderson, in said county, on or before the first ge er 
Monday of A»ril next, and after being duly sworn before some fi- 
judge or justice of the 2eace of this state, fuithfully end im- 
partially to dischurge the duties imvosed u.x0n them by this act, 
shell oroceed to determine won a dluce which to locate the 
permanent seat of justice, for sail county: Provided, the pro- 
prietor or proorietors of the luni so selected, will .ive to the 
county, for the purvose of enablin: it to erect the necessary 
public buillings, a quentity of land not less than twenty acres; 
which sai’ land shall ce conveyed to the county commissioners of 
Sai county and their successors in office, for the use of the 
peo.le of suic county, by a good and sufficient deed in fee simple, 
in the custonery form, and with the usual covenants of warranty; 


and shall afterwards be laid out into lots, and sold under the 
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direction of the county commissioners of said county, at such 
times and u»on such terms as the suid commissioners may ap,oint 
for the »urvose of enavling scid county to erect the necess.ry 
public taildings as aforesaid. Should the »reprietor or pro- 
prietors, refuse to make a donation as aforesaid, then, end in 
that case, it shall be the duty of the commissioners to fix 
uvon some other :lece for the seut of justice, which >lace, when 
so fixed and determine! u.on, shall be considereu the vermanent 
seat of justice for said county; anc the county seat when so 
estublishc?, shell Se culled Pinckneyville. And the said com- 
missioners shall certify their p»roceedin.s, under their prover 
hans and seuls, to the first county commissioner's court, to be 
held in ani for suid county; which court shall ceuse an entry 
thereof to be spread at larsze on their books of record. 

Sec. 3° Until .ubdlic buildings shall be erceted, for the 
puroose anc desi;nmated by the county comaissioner's court, as 
such, the several courts of record, with the exceotion of the 
probate court, shall be held at the house of Amos Anderson in 
saic county. 

Sec, 4 An clection shall ve held at the house of the above 
named Amos Ancerson, on the first Mondey of May next, for three 
county commissioners, one sheriff, und one coroner, for said 
county, vho shall hold their offices until the next zeneral 
election, and until their successors be qualified: which s:id 
election, shall in all reswects be conducted agreeably to the 
provisions of the act or acts now in force or which may hereafter 


be enacted regulating clections: Provided, that the qualified 
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voters of said county, when met shall proceed to elect, from 
among their number which may then de present, three qualified 
electors, to act as judges of said election, who shall ap oint 
two gualified voters to act as clerks. 

Sec. 5 It shall be the duty of the clerk of the circuit 
court, who may %e appointed for said county, to give oublic 
notice of the time and place of holding said election, by 
causing advertisements to be set u) at three of the most public 
places in said county, at leest fifteen duys previous to the 
day on which it is hereby directed to be held; and in case there 
shall be no clerk ap»xointed in time, it shall be the duty of the 
recorder to give notice as aforesaid, of the time and place of 
said election. 


Sec. 6 The citizens of the saic county of Perry shall be 


and they are hereby declared to be entitled to the sane rights o 
< 
es 
and privileges, as are or may be allowed in #eneral to the other Se 
S 
counties in this state. oe 


Sec. 7 That until the next general apportionment of the 
representation of the several counties of this state, all that 
vart of the suid county of Perry, which is nerety teken from the 
county of Randolsh, shall constitute a seperate an. distinct 
orecinct, which shall continue to vote with the county of Randolph 
in all general and s.ecial elections for senators and representatives 
to the general assembly of this state; and all thet part which is 
taken from the county of Jacl:son, shall for the like >eriod, in 
like manner continue to vote with the county of Jackson for 


representatives, and with the counties of Frenklin anu Jackson 
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for senaters to the general assembly, in all special end 
general elections, until otherwise directed by law: Provided, 
that the suid county of Perry shall in all other elections, 
and for all other officers, be entitled to vote as a free and 
indevendent county, without any other or further restriction, 
than is imposed uyon other counties in this state. The said 
county of Perry shall be attached to and form a part of the 
second judicial circuit. 

Sec. % The said commissioners shall receive as compen- 
sation for their services, the sum of one dollar and fifty 
cents per day, for each day Ly then necessarily s vent in dis- 
charging the duties imvosed upon them by this act, to be allowed 
by the county commissioners' court, and »xuid out of the county 
treasury. 

This act to take effect from and after its passage. 

(signed) Ninian Edwards, 
Governor. 
Aoproved, January 29th, 1827 

Perry County was named in honor of Commodore Oliver H. 
Perry who had won a great naval victory over the British on 
Lake Erie in becember 1813, during the War of 1312-14. 

It was at the close of this battle when he issue’ his famous 
laconic messnze, "Wie have met the enemy and they are ours", 

Thus we see that the state lezislature not oniy created the 
County with its boundaries but also nemed it and named its County 
seat. Some neonle believe that Pinckneyville was named in honor of 

ae Whether that is true or not I do not know. The 


legislature named it. 
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The first white man who is known to have settled in 
Perry County permanently was John Flack. He settled in 
Four Mile Prairie with his family 1799. He built his log 
cabin on the southwest ouarter of section eleven, Tovnship 
Six South, Range Three West. (This is a vart of the Pyramid 
Coal Company lane now.) 

He found in Perry County only one white man, a man named 
Cox, who was living temporarily on Seaucou Creek in Township 
Six South, hange Two West. He soon left the county. 

B. A. Brown and family soon became neizhtors of Jchn 
Flack. In May 1916 John and William Hutchin;;s settled in 
section nineteen, Townshiy Four South, Range Two West. They 
came in wayons from North Carolina and their entire grou) con- 
sisted of eighteen oeoole, including one nezro slave. Log 
cabins were built. Later a more substantial home wes built 
and it was known as "Trevelers Inn". One of the sons, John R, 
Hutchings, was one of the earliest teachers and baptist ministers. 

Some of the other settlers, the dates, settlement and places 
of settlement are: Jarrold Jackson, in 1903 tuiit a toll bridge 
over Little Mucdy on the roac from Shawnectowm to Kas:askia. 
Thomas Taylor in 1312, near the present site of lu Wwin. Lewis 
Wells in 1312, vecane a neighbor of Taylor. In 1816 Hiran Root 
and Fohrain Skinner moved from New York to near Du Quoin. In 
1315 Edward Rees settled in Tamaroa Precinct on a water course. 
This became knovn as Rees! Creek. It suoplies the water to the 
ba Quoin City Reservoir, Simon Williard settled in the south- 


western vart of the county in 1817. This was in section two, 


Ses 
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Township Six South, Range Four West, near Jamestown. James 
Craine and his family settled near him in section thirteen, 
just north of Denmark. This was in 1818, when Illinois became 
a state. Some others who moved into the same township were 
Benjamin brown, Richard Green, Robert Crow, Robert Johnson, 
William Threlkel, Jacob Short and John Stuart. With thier 
families John William and Abner Pyle moved into the bu Quoin 
area in 1819. 

Thomas Swanwick, from England, moved into Grand Cote 
Precinct in 1%ly. Recently this precinct has been renamed 
Swanwick instead of Grand Cote. William Elliott settled near 
Swanwick in 1921. 

Shadrack Lively moved into Holts! Prairie settlement in 
1322. 

In 1825 Enock Eaton moved into the Cutler area with his 
family. Along with him came John Murphy, ancestors of the 
Murphy families of Pinckneyville. 

Others who moved into the iu Quoin settlement between 1220 
and 1830 were Robert McElvain, Rodney Bolin, and vaniel fry. The 
last named »ioneer and his wife made the entire distance from 
Pennsylvania on foot. They pushed before them an old barrel, 
mounted on two wheels. In this were their household possessions. 

Some of the other settlers moving into Perry County about the 
time of its organization were Charles Garner, Matthew Jones, ~ 
Humohrey Jones, Fergus Milliyan, Afton Crawford, Nathan Curlee, 
Benjamin Hammock, James Jones, John M. Hag-ard, James Kirkpatrick, 
James Stecle, William Craiz, Joshua Rice, Peyton Brovm. A search 
of the early court records reveal many old names. 


a ess 
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SETTLEMENTS 

Pinckneyville was the first settlement with city lots. 

When the county seat was established in 1827 the commissioners 
were ordered to secure a plot of ground and sell lots. This 
place was located in the east half of the northeast quarter of 
section twenty-four in Towmmship Five South Range Three West of 
the Third Princi»al Meridian. 

William C. Mur hy went to Kaskaskia, the land office of 
Tllinois at that time, on December 17, 1827 and paid the sum of 
one hundred dollars for eighty acres, land being sold by the 
government for one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre. The 
County Commissioners had furnished half the money and surrendered 
the lower forty acres to Humphrey 3. Jones. Twenty acres were 
included in the original survey. 

The slot was surveyed and duly recorded on pages 39 and 40 
in Book A, Deeds of Perry County on July 21, 1529. A total of 
52 lots with streets and alleys were laid out. These cost the 
county about 313 cents each as each lot contained about one fourth 
of an acre. In order to get these lots into the hands of the 
peoole, a »ublic sale was held on February 4, 1923, at which time 
the lots were to be sold to the hizhest bidder with the »rovision 
that no lot was to be sold for less than five dollars. Un the 
day of the sale twenty-four lots were sold. They brought to the 
county the sum of $,1,223.233. 

The ourchasers were as follows with the cash »ayments 


listed. 
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Plat of original town of Pinckneyville, Illinois 
recorded on page 39 in Book A - 1827 - 1832 

Deed Record - Perry County, Illinois. 

Scale 200' - 1 inch 








Lots 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33 - 66' wide- 99! long 
All other lots - 99' square 

Main Street - 60' wide 

Laurel, Mulberry Streets - 54' wide 

Locust, Walnut Streets - 50' wide 

Jackson, Water Streets - 44' wide 

Alley No. 1, Alley No. 2 - 24' wide 
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William Johnson No. 14--£5.00 William Garner No. 28-022.124 





Gerry Anerson No. 15--£9.00 Robert Caldwell No. 30-§20.00 
Gabriel Jones No. 16-:12.564 Elijah Wells No. 31-{20.00 
Lavid Pyle No. 17--€8 .06¢ William H. Threlkel No. 36-(15.50 
James Murphy No, 13-910.25 William C. Murphy No. 37-€26.00 
Lavid Mead No. 19-310.00 Joseph Wells No. 33-£32.50 
Amos Anderson’ No. 20--06.00 . Mathew Vann No. 39-(17.50 
Charles C. Glover No. 21-022.00 Eli Short No. 42-%.13.00 
Amos Anderson / No. 22-G16.50 Vim. Brown and No. 43-626.50 
Amos fnderson / No. 23--6.00 Jos. Crain No. 44-{16.00 
Lavid Baldridge No. 26 John Huggins No. 45-¢13.00 

27-937 47 

33 


There were several additions to the original plat of the town, 
in fact, forty-six different additions. The first one was the 
County Commissioner's addition in March 5, 1839. The County Court 
by its action added certain lots on March 2, 1852. The next addition 
was Humohrey B. Jones! addition on September 20, 1853. Ozburn's 
first addition was made on January 20, 1353. The remaining additions 
followed at various times as the torm grew, the last one as recorded, 
being Crawford's addition on Avril 2, 1914. 

The first dry goods store in Pinckneyville was keot by Charles 
Glover in 1727. It was a small log ‘milding on the North side of 
the Public Square. The second store ke»t in Pinckneyville was by ‘ 
Duvid valdridge. His log cabin store house was located on the east 
side of the square. He ke»t store first in the court house in 1830. 


His rent was seventy-five cents ser month. 
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The first post office was kept by Humphrey Jones in his 
home near Hale's Sorins, north of the present Catholic Church. 
This was in 1327. 

The first licensed tavern was kept by Joseph Wells in 1829. 
This log cabin tavern was located south of the square where the 
Light Office is now located. 

PINCKNEYVILLE  TOvsY 

The present city of Pinckneyville is a thriving metropolis 
of 3109 peovle. The area around the square still is the center 
of business. Two strong banks furnish the financial aid for the 
west side of Perry Comty. They are "First National Jank" and 
"Mur ,hy-Wall State Uank". 

The mines in and around Piackaaelie with the two rail- 
roads furnish most of the em»loyment. The Pinckneyviile Manu- 
facturing Company, a branch of the Forest City Manufacturing 
Company of St. Louis emsloys about two hundred women in its dress 
manufacturing. In addition Pinckneyville has an ice plant, a con- 
crete »roducts plent, a beverujze manufacturing com any and a large 
mill. Two weekly news.aoers, "The Advocate" and "Democrat" furnish 
the news to the veo le. 

Pinckneyville is o erated under the city commissioner form of 
governnent. Jack Stumove is the oresent mayor. The city is in 
good financial circumstances. It provides water fron a city owned 
lake and filter »lant. It orovides fire protection ty the use of 
modern equipment. It srovides a city library for its peo le. 

The educational recuirements of the children of Pinckneyville 
are provided by the Pinckneyvilie public in two buildings. Hugh 
Malan is the present city suwoerintentent. Pinckneyville Community 
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High School, in its magnificent plant, located at the east 
side of the city, is the source of higher education. The 
district is rather large comprising the middle third of the 
county from north to south. Harley Quillmen is the present 
princival. Eighteen faculty members assist him. Three school 
buses bring in the rural punils. 

The condition of farms in and around Pinckneyville is such 
that the city will continue to grow as time goes cn. It will 
probably never be a large city, but one in which the people of 
cur county can develop into upright citizens. 

DU_QUOIN 

The largest city in Perry County was not the first city in 
its development. The present city of Du Quoin was laid off on 
September 20, 1853 by Chester Keyes and Isaac Metcalf. Mr. Keyes 
operated a general store in Old Du Quoin and saw the advantages 
of a town on the railroad. Metcalf was agent for tne I.C.R.R. 
Company. Many buildings were moved from Old Du Quoin tu the 
new town. The neme "Du Quoin" is supposed to have originated 
from Chief Jean Baptiste Ducoigne, Chief of the Kaskaskia Indians, 
who helped George Rogers Clark after the capture cf Kaskaskia. 

Because of the development of the railroad the village of 
Du Quoin prospered from the beginning. The original owmers of 
the land laid off Main Street and Washington Street 100 feet in 
width. They also donated an entire block to the city for a 
park. It is still known as Keyes City Park. The land for the 


Ward School building was also donated by the owners. 
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One odd statement was incorporated into the platting of the origi- 
nal tom. "Any person or persons who shall at any time make or sell 
or ceuse or permit any other person or persons to make or sell 
any spirituous liquors (to be used as a beverage) on any lot in 
this towm shall thereby utterly lose and forfeit ali of his title 
to their estate right, title or interest in said lot and the said 
lot ghall thereupon by virtue of these presents rest in the in- 
habitants of seid town to be eppropriated and applied by them in 
such manner as they may direct for the support and benefit of a 
public school or schools in said town and ail deeds from the 
proorietors will contain these provisions". 

Several mills and wagon shops were operated in Du Quoin in 
the early history of the city. Today these have been replaced 
by other forms of business. Mining is the principal industry. 

This is followed by a Midwest Products Corporation and the 
Du Quoin Packing Company. 

Du Quoin has five city schools, namely: John B. Ward, Wheatley, 
West Park, McKinley, and Lincoln. The Du Quoin Township High 
Schocl takes care of the secondszry education of the pupils. All 
of these schools are housed in well-kept buildings. Louis J. T. 
O'Dell is the present City Superintendent of Schools. Raymond L. 
Foster is the principal of the high school. A parochial Catholic 
School, Sacred Heart School, is under the leadership of Father 
Haffner. The Fvening Call is Du Quoin's daily newspaper. 

Du Quoin hes a lerge number of churches including: First 
Baptist, Methodist, Christian, Presbyterian, Evangelical, Catholic, 
Lutheran, and Church of God. Many of these have comparatively new 
buildings. 

Du Quoin is under the alderman type of government. Arthur 
Angel is the present mayor. An excellent water and disposal systen 
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was erected in 1937. An efficient fire department has kept 
fire losses at a minimum. The housing situation in Du Quoin 
is rather critical at the present time. There are many vacunt 
lots in the nearby edditions. 

One of the best hospitals in Southern Illinois is loceted 
at the north edge of Du Quoin. It is know as Marshall Browning 
Hospital. It is well equipped and staffed. 

The Du Quoin State Fair Grounds, located just south of 
Du Quoin, is probably the best in the state. A visit is necessury 
in order to appreciate it. It is the hobby of William Hayes, the 
owner of the Du Quoin Bottling Company and Midwest Dairy Products 
Company. Continuous improvements in grounds and buildings have 
caused it to be the center of fairs in this state. An excellent 
mile track can accommodate auto racing as well as grand circuit 
racing. 

Du Quoin is ideally situated for development into a manu- 
facturing city but it still remains mainly rural. 

TAMAROA 

Tamaroa is an incorporeted village with about 950 population, 
in the scuthwest part of Township Four South of Range One West. 
It was platted and surveyed by the Illinois Centrul Railroad Company 
on May 14, 1855. Several additions have been made to it. At one 
time it had a larger business center than it has at the present 
time. There ure still severul business establishments, but most 
of the mines have been closed. A community high school district 
has been formed with Tamaroa as its center. 

It is supposed that the village was named such because of the 
Indian tribe which at one time frequented this part of Perry County. 
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CUTLER 

The village of Cutler was laid out for the Chester and 
Tamaroe Coal and Railroad Company on February 25, 1873. It 
was loceted an Section Five in Township Six South of Range 
Four West. Several coal mines have been operated in and around 
Cutler at various times. Most of the business district is along 
both sides of the state highway which passes through the town. 

The village has not grown much lately. The Cutler Creamery is 
the only manufacturing plant there today. 
WILLISVILLE 

William A. Glore had a survey of land made on September 8, 
1893. This was on the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter 
of section thirty, in Township Six South, Renge Four West, along 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. This village as laid out was called 
Willisville. Many additions have been made to the original survey. 
Glore added nine of these. 

The Willis Coal Company caused a rapid development in the 
city. At one time they owned a large dairy herd with modern silos 
and a large barn, a large hog farm, and two mines. The semi- 
monthly peyroli was over $50,000. The population was about 1200. 
There was a bank, building and loan association, ice factory and 
beverage plant. Today the mines have been abandoned, the dairy 
barns and hog barns have been torn away, and the bank dissolved. 
The population is now about 650. There is still an excellent 
school maintained at the edge of tovn. Most of the people who 


live in Willisville work at mines or factories in nearby towns. 


one 





SWANWICK 

The village of Swanwick is lecited in sections twenty- 
one and twenty-two in Township Four South cf Range Four West. atl { 
It was leid out by Wilscn Moore on May 27, 1871. The Illinois 
Central Reilroad passes through the villnge. It is supposed that 
the villege was named Swanwick in honor of Thomas Swanwick, one 
of the first settlers in this part of the county. Several stores, 
a church, a village school, and many residences compose the present 
villuge. 

OLD DU _QUOIN 

Old Du Quoin is another of the old settlements of Perry County. 
It was originally called Da Quoin. It is located in sections 
twenty-six and twenty-seven, Township Six South of Range One West 
of the Third Principal Meridian. Daniel Dry opened a store for 
trading about 1830. A license was granted to him by the county 
in 1831, David Mead and Chester A. Keyes also had early stores. 
There is no record on file din the court house cf the plat of the 
town, although it was originally laid out by Avery Chapman in 1844 
and surveyed and platted by Amos Webster. 

It is supposed that the region was selected for a town site 
because it was on the road from Shawneetown to Kaskaskia end neur 
the place where Jerrold Jackson hid a toll bridge over the Little 
Muddy River in 1803. 

It grew and becume a business center of the county. The homes 
of the people were built of logs, with clapboard roofs, The business 
district consisted of stores, blacksmith shops, wagon makers, shoe- 
maker, and a plow factory. The little town lost out when the 


Illinois Central Railroad was built in 1859. The new town of Du Quoin 
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was located about five miles northwest on the Illinois Central. 
The old settlement then became known as Old Town or Old Du Quoin 
as it is designated today. Many businesses moved, several of 
them moving their buildings with them to the site of the new 
town. Only one general store remains. A school, a church, a 
cemetery, and several residences meke up the present community. 
No longer = a post office maintained, but the inhabitants receive 
their mail by a rural route from Du Quoin. 

ST. JOHN'S 

The incorporated village of St. John's is located at the 
north edge of Du Quoin. It was laid out by Ashley and his brother 
along the Illinois Central Railroad and platted and surveyed on 
September 13, 1856. It is in Section Five, Township Five South 
of Range One West. A large ccal mine was located here. W. P. 
Halliday of Cairo in 1867 bought all stock in the mine and started 
a new one in 1870. In drilling for coal, selt wells were struck. 

A new industry, the manufacture of salt, was then begun. The 
wells flowed from 100 tc 150 gallons of salt water per minute. 
This produced about 150 barrels of salt per day. Halliday also 
had a large company farm northeast of St. Johns. It contained 
about 2300 acres. 

Today we find the salt wells are gone and only traces of the 
once thriving industry remain. The mines are gone and only a huge 
slack pile remains. One store and a school building, in addition 
to about thirty-five residences remain. The slack pile is being 


loaded into cars and shipped away now. 
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SUNFIELD 

The village of Sunfield is located on both sides cf the 
Illinois Central Railroad, almost three miles north of Du Quoin. 
It was originally laid out on September 15, 1864. It was first 
called Diamond Town. A large mine was located there. 

Today there is a two room school, two churches, one general 
store and two filling stations. It is located in Sunfield Pre- 
cinct. It is not incorporated. 

WINKLE 


Winkle, as it is now known, was originally called Craigs from 
wv 
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the name of William Craig, the man who laid out the village. This } ee 
was done on October 23, 1871. Winkle is located in the east one- Pe 

a 
half of Section Twenty-five, Township Four South of Range Four t 


ve 
West of the Third Principal Meridian, It is located on the St. Louis ve 
branch 2f the Illinois Central Railroad and also on stite highway 13. 

Mr. Winkle invested a lot of money in the Winkle Coal Mine. 
In order to provide homes for the miners he built a large number of 
homes, all built alike. The miners traded at the company store. It 
was a typical mining tom. At one time there were over 400 people 
living there. The mines were abandoned later on, As a result the 
pecple moved. Most of the houses have been removed. The trains 
no longer stop. The post-office, called Craigs, was abandoned. 
Mail is delivered from Pinckneyville. No more than twenty families 
live in the village itself. 

DETRICK'S SUBDIVISION 

On the 28th of June, 1904, Williem Detrick had a plot of 

ground in Section Thirty, Towmship Six South of Range Four West 


of the Third Principal Meridian surveyed. It was called Detrick's 
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Subdivision of part of the north one-haif of southwest one- 
fourth of Section Thirty, Tormship Six Scuth of Range Four 
West of the Third Principal Meridian. It is considered as 
part of Willisville and is popularly know as "Dolly's Ha 
EAST WILLISVILLE 
The Willis Coal and Mining Company on February 27, 1903 
surveyed a plot of ground in Section Thirty, Township Six South 
of Renge Four West of the Third Principal Meridian. It wes to 
be known as "East Willisville". Todzey it is mainly farming land 
as only about six houses were built on it. 
DENMARK 
Denmark is located on the black-top road leading west from 
Pyatts. It is located in the northwest quarter of the north- 
west quarter of Section Twenty-four in Township Six South of 
Range Four West. It was platted for J. D. Rees on April ly 1860. 
It has not developed much, there being only one store, a church; 
and six or seven houses. At one time it was knowm,as "Jack Town". 
CONANT 
The little settlement of Conant is not plaited for lots. It 
is located along the Missouri Pacific Railroad in the southwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter of Section Twenty-five, Township 
Five South of Range Four West cof the Third Principal Meridian. 
A railroad station and two stores comprise the business section. 
A small coal mine nearby has furnished employment for the small 
number of people living there. 
JAMESTOWN 
Jamestown, in Secticn Thirty-four, Township Six South of 
Range Four West, was laid out by the Allen Coal Company on 


October 1, 1920 and named for James Allen. It grew rapidly for 
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awhile but when the mine ceased, it declined. Nothing remains 
except a school, a church, and a few residences. There is no 
post office there. 
MATTHEWS 
Matthews was at one time & local ston for trains on the 
I.C.R.R. seven miles south of Pinckneyville. A large farm store 
took care of the trade. There was a post office in the store. 
Today the trains do not stop end no business is carried on. 
PYATT 
Pyatt, like Matthews, was once a flag stetion. A post office 
distributed mail to its patrons. A small settlement including a 
general stcre developed arcund it. Today it is merely farming 
land with a switch track. 
DENNY 
Denny was a flag station on the Eldorado branch of the I.C.R.R. 
Supplies were unloaded there. A postoffice, known as Holt's Prairie 
Post Office, was operated here at one time. Today nothing remuins 
of the place, 
RICE 
Rice is a farming aren with one store. It is located nine 
miles north of Pinckneyville. It was never platted, sc far as 
the pesecae can be found. A telephone exchange is located at Rice. 
EAGLETOWN 
Eagletown, in the northwest quarter of Section Five, Town- 
ship Six South of Range One West, was also luid out by Henry Horn. 
This was on December 12, 1883. It is considered now as part of 
St. Johns, although, as far as can be ascertained, it has not been 
added to it officially. It is not a large settlement, consisting of 


about fifteen small houses. 
Se 
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BORDERS 
W. R. Borders, on August 27, 1904, had a survey made of land 
in the south one-half of north east one-fourth of Section Nine- 
teen, Township Six Scuth of Range Four West of the Third Principal 
Meridian to be known as Borders. It is located north and eust of 
Willisville. It is popularly know as Puxico but is muinly small 
farns. 
ALLADIN 
Alladin was surveyed ut the request of the Alladin Coal and 
Mining Company on March 1, 1921. It wus directly east of Cutler. 
Only a few houses have been erected on the platted land. It is 
considered a part of Cutler today but is not incorporated in the 
town. 
HOLDEN 
Holden is e small settlement located on both sides of the 
Illinois Central Railroad about two miles north of Du Quoin. 
Marion Teague and others had it surveyed on May 9, 1885. At one 
time a large mine provided employment for riany men. Today a one 5 
room school and several homes are all that remain of the former 
village. It is not incorporated. 
APPLETON 
This village was laid out on the west side of the Illinois 
Central Railroad in Section Thirty-two of Township Four Scuth, 
Range One West. It is now a part of the village of Tamaroa. 
Although I have been unable to find when it was added to Tamaroa. 
It was platted on the 28th day of September, 1853. 
HORNVILLE 
Henry Horn of Du Quoin established some lots in the southwest 


one-fourth of the northeast one-fourth of Section Nineteen in 
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Tovmship Six South, Range One West on September 24, 1858 and 
naned it Hornville. Practically nothing came of the venture. 
CAMDEN 
A small settlement was made at Camden on the 7th ct August, 
1858. This was located in the southwest quarter of southwest 
quarter of Section Five, Township Four South of Range Two West 
of Third Principal Meridian. It is «bout one mile east of Todd's 


Mill Church. Today ucthing remains of the village. 


IOWA 
The first post office in Paradise Prairie Precinct was at 
a little town, long since extinct, laid out by Aquila Combs in 
the southeast part of the »vrecinct. It was called Iowa. This 
was laid out on March 24, 1837. Here Combs kept a few articles 
of merchandise, which constituted the first store. A few other 
buildings, including the post office in a store building, con- 
stituted the village. About the same time Laban Jones and Reuben 
Kelley kept a small stock of goods in a frame building in Section 
Thirty-three in the same Township, Five South cof Range One West. 
BERLIN 
Berlin is a villege which was platted on June 11, 1840 by 
Nathaniel Curlee. It was near the present Curlee Cemetery, north 
and west of Corgan School House in Section Seventeen, Township 
Four South of Range One West. Nothing remains of it today. 
RODNEY 
Rodney was never platted but existed as a post office in 
Section Nineteen, Township Five South of Runge One Fast. Mr. 


Campbell, father of Circuit Clerk Dyer Campbell, was postmaster. 
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BEAUCOUP 

Beaucoup is located on the Missouri Pacific Railrcad about 
one mile west of Pinckneyville. It was called Beaucoup Mines 
and was laid out for the Beaucoup Coal Comnany on March 17, 1873. 
It is strictly a small collection of houses near the rurel 
school. The mine has ceased to exist. 

PENNYVILLE 
. A small settlement, just across the road from present Baird 
School in Township Six South of Range Three West of the Third 
Principal Meridian, was at one time called Pennyville. Later 
the post office was known as Four Mile Post Office. It is now 
obsolete and nothing remains of the settlement. 
LAST MINUTE CHANGES 

Since work on this history was begun, a change in the personnel 
of the office of the County Superintendent of Schools has taken 
place. Mrs. Helen Dry, Assistant Superintendent, resigned July 1, 
1946.. In her place was appointed Miss Elizabeth Cunninguam, who 
has helped in putting this history together. All work was done in 
office of County Superintendent of Schcols. 

CHANGE IN BOUNDARY 

When Perry County was first laid out by Act of the Legislature 
in 1827, (see page 6), it was exactly 18 miles by 24 miles. Owing 
to the difficulty of traversing bettom land and the ease with which 
a natural boundary can be recognized, a Legislative Act in 1835 changed 
the boundary to its present shape by including that part of townships 
5-1 and 6-1 East which lies west of Little Muddy River and excluding 
that part of township 6-1 West which lies East of Little Muddy River. 
The area of the county was increased 19 square miles. This bit of 
information, as well as otherbits-of information, was supplied by 


J.N. Taffee of Mr. koe's office. 
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COUNTY COURT HOUSES 

Perry County has had five courthouses. The first court house 
was built on Lot No. 32 (see original Plat of Pinckneyville) where 
the First National Bank is now located. It was of log construction, 
eighteen feet by tyenty-two feet and of two stories, the lower one 
only being floored with good puncheons. It was se with clap- 
boards and furnished with one door equipped with a shutter and good 
knob or stock lock in the east end. In the west end was a window 
of twelve lights, ten inches by twelve inches. Berry Anderson was 
awarded the contract and was paid the magnificent sum of fifty-four 
Collars for its construction. This was built in 1828. The next 
year a large stray pen, thirty-six feet square and six feet high was 
built on the same lot. This was to accommodate stray animals. 

The second court house was a two story brick structure. It was 
situated near the center of the public square. It was forty-three 
feet square. It opened on the North, South, and West. It was com- 
pleted in 1837 by Amos Anderson. The total cost was $2,605.874. 

This second court house proved to be inadequate for the county's 
business since the eoiney had increased so in population. As a re- 
sult a third court house was built just west of the second court 
house. It was forty-six feet by thirty-six feet, two stories in 
height and built by Daniel W. Norris of St. Clair County. It was 
built of stone and brick at a cost of $7,500. It was completed in 
1850. A handsome iron fence surrounded it. The cost of this fence 
wes $1,513.50. Hames ered te foer paren Die ep ae 

The fourth court house was proposed in 1877 and voted on by the = 
people. The proposition was defeated. In 1878 the proposition 
carried. As a result of bids, the contract was let to William G. 
Wilson of Pinekneyville for $9,742. The walls of the old building 
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Third Courthouse of Perry County 
were used up to the top of the first floor windows. A wing forty- 
five feet long on the east side was aa aae This was two stories as 
was the rest of the building. Thus the front was eighty-one feet 
long. This was a magnificent structure in its day. Fire proof safes 
were in the offices of the circuit and county clerks. The upstairs 
part contained the large courtroom, with smaller rooms for the grand 
jury and petit jury. This pbuilding served the people of Perry County 
until 1939 when it was replaced with the present structure. 

This present building is really a remodeling job costing $50,000 
of which the Federal Government paid $22,500 and the county the rest. 
It is entirely paid for. The wing of the fourth courthouse formed 
the center of the new. Part of the third and fourth courthouses formed 
the west side. The east side is an entire new wing. The entire ex- 
terior is covered with new brick and stone. On the lower floor to the 


west are to be found the Assessor and Treasurer's office with vault; 
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Fourth Courthouse of Perry County 


Sheriff and Tax Collector's office with vault; County Commissioner's 
office; County Judge's office; and Office for Highway Engineer. On 
the east side are to be found County Clerk's office with large vault 
and Circuit Clerk's office with large vault. Both offices are well 
equipped t: take care cf reeords. On the second floor to the west is 
to be found the large ccurtrvom, the seme as the last one but remodeled, 
redecorated, and re-furnished. Aliso the Judge's room and law library 
are to be fuund here. On the east side are located the office of 
State's Attorney with private office, Offices of County Superintendent 
ef Schvuols and a room for the Grand Jury. This is now occupied by the 
Retion Board. Well-kept rest rooms are to be found at the top of the 


stairs. Perry County may well be oroud of its courthouse. 
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The bell on the north side of the 
courthouse in Pinckneyville wes 
formerly at the immanuel Lutheran 
Church of Lost Prairie before it was 
destroyed by a tornado in 1967. 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 





Perry County has a comuissioner form of county organization. 
There are three commissioners who transact the business of -the 
county. They are the ones who review the assessments and sanction 
the nuynent of all bills by the county. These commissioners are 
each elected for a term of three years; one is elected exch year. 

The pay is $5.00 per day and mileage for their services to the 

county. They generally meet on Tuesday and Fridey of each week. 

Sohn Winthrop, Walter Krone, end Theodore Hubler are the present 

commissioners. The chairman of the board is also liquor commissioner. 
SHERIFY An TAX COLLECTOR 

The sheriff of Perry County is the custodian of the court house. 
His official residence is the county jail. It is his duty as sheriff 
to serve warrants for the arrest of law violators, to keep order, 
and to arrest violators of the peace. He must care for all prisoners 
and has charge of them at any trial. As ex-officio tax collector, 
it is his duty to collect all taxes in the county and pay them out 
to the respective taxing bodies which levied them. His salary is 
$2,000 per year. His term of office is four years and he cannot 
succeed himself. The present shefiff is Emil Boguillon. J. M. 
Pillers and Ben Davison are deputy sheriffs while Catherine Ritter 
is deputy collector. 

STATES ATTORNEY 
The State's Attorney handles the legal matters of the county. 
It is his duty to prosecute all law violators when they have been 
arrested. It is also his duty to advise all of the caunty officials 
in legal matters pertaining to their official duties. His salary is 
$2875.00 per year. His term of office is four years. Harold Farmer, 
now serving his second term, is the present States Attorney. Miss 


Flora Schutte is his secretary. 
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The county judge is the official who presides in all cases 
brought before the county court. He alse has charge of sending 
persons tc the penal farm, reform schools, and insane asylumns. 
Regular court days are Monday and Friday of each week. The county 
judge is clected for a term of four years. The salary at present 
is $2500 per year. Judson E. Harriss is the present county judge, 
serving his first tern. 
COUNTY TREASURER 
The county treasurer is the official who handles the money of 
the county. All checks are signed by him. The treasurer is also 
the county ened has charge of the assessment of all property 
in the county. His salary is $1000 per year. The term is for four 
years and the treasurer cannot succeed himself. Louis Woods is the 
present treasurer. Mrs. Elizabeth Hale is the deputy collector. 
COUNTY CLERK 
The county clerk has charge of many records. All birth and 
death records are kept in his cffice. All marriage licenses and 


county liqucr licenses are obtained in his office. The county clerk 


is clerk of the county board and has charge of the minutes. He is pore 


clerk of the county court aise Mths salary of the county clerk is 
#2000 per year. Tne term of office is four years and he can succeed 
himself if elected. Frank Keith, serving his first term, is the 
present county clerk. Mrs. Opal Gruner is his deputy and Mrs. 
Genevieve McIntyre is the typist. 
CIRCUIT CLEKK 

The office of clerk of the circuit clerk is also a double 

office. As clerk, it is his duty to docket all cuses brought before 
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the circuit court and take care of the records. As county 4 
recorder it is his duty to record all mortgages, deeds, discharges, 
and other official records, The term of office is four years and 
he can succeed himself, if elected. The salary is $2000 per yeer. 
The present circuit clerk is S. Dyer Campbell, serving his first 
term. Miss Lillian Schaub is the deputy and Mrs. June Clerk is 
the typist. 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

The county superintendent of schools has charge of the school 
systems in the county. All records pass through his office, All 
certificates for teachers are registered in his office. He holds 
a regular county institute each year. He visits each school every 
year. The assistant superintendent spends most of the time visiting 
schools. The term of office is four years and he can succeed hin- 
self, if elected. The assistant county superintendent is appointive. 
The salary is $3000 per year while that of the assistant is $1800. 
J. Wesley Neville is the present county superintendent; Mrs. Helen 
Dry is the assistant. Helen Struck is typist and office secretary. 

COUNTY CORONER 

The county coroner conducts all inquests for people who ere 
killed or who die without being under the immediate care cf a 
physician. Death must occur in Perry County, if the inquest is 
to be held by the Perry County Coroner. He is elected for a term 
of four years, and can succeed himself if elected. He does not 
receive & regular salary but is paid $15.00 for each inquest held. 
Eugene Gladson is the present coroner. 

COUNTY SURVEYOR Mie 

The county surveyor makes surveys of all property when re- 

quested by the property owners. He receives no salary except his 
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fee fer the work done and paid for by the property owner. The 
office is appointive by the county board for a term of four 
yeers. Cortez Holeman is the present county surveyor. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF HIGHWAYS 





The superintendent of highways has charge of all state aid 
roads in the county. He works under the control of the county 
board. He is appointed by the county board for a term of six 
years. His salary is $1800 per year. John Gibson is the present 
Superintendent of highways. 


COUNTY MINE INSPECTOR 





The county mine inspector inspects all mines in Perry County 
each month. He is appointed by the county board for a term of 
one year. His salary is $1500 per year. Fred Biby is the present 
mine inspector. 


COUNTY RELIEF OFFICE 





During the past few years there has been a relief office with 
an office force in Perry County. The purpose of this office is 
to care for those people who are not able ta help themselves 
financially. The position as county relief administrator is an 
appointive position, he being epnointed by the county board. The 
present administrator is John Seibert. Those assisting as case 


workers and office assistants are Edward Birkner, Mrs. Cora Sams, 


and Mrs. Marie Carter. The office is located ebove Stotlar Drug 


af 


Store in Pinckneyville. 
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INTERESTING ITEMS FROM OLD RECORDS 

In the offices of the circuit clerk are to be found original 
records which date back to the beginning of Perry County. A perusal 
of these books show many interesting items. A few are here exhibited. 
The first is the first deed recorded in Perry County. The next is 
a part of the first mortgage recorded - a mortgage cf the property 
of a doctor. The third item is a statement liberating negro slaves. 
Although slavery was excluded from this arez by the provisions of 
the Ordinance of 1787, Perry County was seitled by many psople from 
the South, some of whom brought their slaves with them. The last 
item is one in which property in Perry County was first sold for 
taxes — a quarter section of land, 160 acres, was sold for taxes 
amounting to only $2.62. 

FIRST DEED 

Made by William Pyle Sr. and Wife to Daniel Dry. Contained 
thirty-five acres, consideration being $200.00. 

This indenture made this thirteenth day of August in the year 
of our Lord, One thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, by and 
between William Pyle Sr., and his wife Elizabeth, of Perry County 
and State of Illinois, of the one part, and Daniel Dry, of the County 
and State aforesaid, of the cther part, Witnesseth; That the said 
William Pyle, Sr., and his wife, Elizabeth, for and in consideration 
of the sum of two hundred dollars, to them in hand paid by the said 
Daniel Dry, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, 
sold, renised, released, and forever quit claim and by these presents 
doth grant, sell, remise, release and forever quit clain, unto. the 
Said Deniel Dry, his heirs and assigns, all their interest in and to 


@ certein tract of land lying and being situated in the County of 
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Perry and Stete aforesaid, and bounded by the following medes 
and bounds, to wit: Beginning at the southwest corner of section 
twelve in range two west township six south of the third principal 
meridian, running thence north seventy rods, thence east eighty 
rods, thence south seventy rods, thence west to the beginning, so 
as to contain thirty-five acres. To have and to hold the aforesaid 
tract of land, together with all and Singular the rights end profits, 
tenements and hereditaments and appurtenances there-unto belonging 
or in any wise appertaining to the proper use and benefits to him, 
the said Daniel Dry, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said 
William Pyle, Sr. and his wife Elizabeth, doth covenant to and with 
the said Daniel Dry, that they will forever warrant and defend the 
said tract of land from the claim of themselves, their heirs and 
assigns and against the claim or cluims of any other person or 
persons whomsoever,. 

In testimony, we have hereunto set our hands end affixed our 
seals the day and year above written. 

William Pyle, Sr. 
Her 
Elizabeth X Pyle 
Mark. 
Signed, Sealed, and delivered in presence of 
H. B. Jones 
Jchn Pyle, Jr. 


PART OF FIRST MORTGAGE RECORDED 





HUMPHREY 5. JONES TO R. I. HAMILTON 
THIS INDENTURE made and entered into this sixteenth dey of April in 
the year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty-nine Be- 


tween Humphrey B. Jones of the town of Pinckneyville, County of Perry 
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and State of Illinois of the first part and Richard I. Hamilton 

of the town of Brownsville County of Jackson and State of Illinois 

of the second part that the said Jones for and in consideration of 
the sum of one hundred and two dollars and fourteen cents to hin 

in hand paid before the ensealing and delivery of these presents 

the receipt wherecf is hereby acknowledzed has this day granted 
bargains sold and delivered and by these eScnis does grant bargains 
sell and deliver to the said Richard I. Hamilton the following de- 
scribed personal estate to wit: one black horse about six years old; 
one yoke of oxen, both black except thut one of them has a white face, 
each about five years old; the yoke, ring stecple ahd log chain; 
thirteen head of neat cattle, consisting of three cows, two three- 
yeer old steers, one three-year old heifer, one two-year old heifer, 
two two-year old steers and three heifer yearlings and one heifer 
ealf; one walnut secretary and bockcase; two beds and bedding; two 
tables; ten chairs; one large pot; one oven; one small pot; one tea 
kettle and one copper kettles and shop furniture, table furniture, 
one skillet, one pair of shovel and tongs, one pair of andiron; and 
one sdie saddle, one frying pan; one axe; one drawing knife; one set 
of work gears, including hanes, and drawing chaings; one grind stone 
and one spade; five volumes of Marshall's Life of Washington; Richerands 
Physiology; One Volume Dorseys Surgery; two volumes James Burns; two 
volumes Thomas Practice; one volume Caldwells Cullin; two volumes 
Swedians; one volume Johnson's Dietionary;. onc volume Hoopers Medical 
Dictionary; one volume Guthries Grammar; one volume Murrays Materia 
Medica; two volumes Rush On The Mind; one volume Nouroes Anatomy; 
three volumes Bells Surgery; one volume Wilson on Fevers; two volumes 


Accums Chemistry; two volumes Thompsons Chemistry; one volume 
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Hamilton on purgatives; one volume Opians; Poems, Lady of the Lake, 
Pleasures of Hope, Imagination and Memory, Spectation in ten 
volunes; To have and to hold the whole of the above described property 
and every part and parcel thereof unto him the seid Richard I. Hamilton 
his heirs snd assigms forever. 
LIBERATION OF NEGRO SLAVES 
JOHN HUTCHINGS TO LONDON AGGA AND OTHERS 
Know ali men by these presents that I, John Hutchings, of the County 
of Perry and State of Illinois for divers good and valuable con- 
siderations there unto moving, do by these presents emancipate free 
and set at liberty Londen, commonly called London Parks, and Agga and 
Jeremiah, aE John and Simeon four of the children uf the said 
Agge persons of color and I do hereby for myself my heirs, executors, 
aduinistrators, and assigns release and quit claims wmto the said 
London and the said Agge and to the said Jeremiah, James, John, and 
Simeon the said children of the said Agga and to each of them all 
claims, right title, interest and demand whetsoever of in and to the 
persuns above named and each of them and of in and to their and each 
of their services or idbabs which I ever hxd now have or can have to 
the persons above named or either of them or to their or either of 
their labors or services by reason of the registering of the said 
London or Agga or either of them before named under the laws of the 
Illinois cr the Indiana Territory concerning the introduction of 
negroes end mullattoes into the same or otherwise In testimony where- 
of have here unto set my hand and scel this 8th day cf October A.D. 1830. 
John Hutchings 
X His Mark 
Signed, Sealed, and delivered in presence of 


David Baker 
H. G. Jones 
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SALE OF PROPERTY FOR TAXES 

Auditor of Public fecounts tc William Linn, The Auditor ef 
Public Accounts of the State of Illinois to all to whom these 
presents shall come--Greeting: Know Ye that whereas I did on the 
ilth day of January, A. D. 1832 ut the town of Vandalia, in con- 
formity with all the requisitions of the several acts in such 
cases made and provided expose to oublic sule a certain tract of 
land, being the Southwest Quarter of Section Thirty-five, Township 
Six South in Range One West of the Third Principsl Meridian for the 
sum of two dollars and sixty-two cents being the amount of’ tex for 
the year 1831 with the interest and costs chargeable on said tract 
of land; and wherens, at the time and place aforesaid Hiram C. Bennet 
offered to pay the aforesaid sum of money for the whole of said tract 
of land which was the least quantity bid for and the said Hiram C. 
Bennet has paid the sum of two dollars and sixty-two cents inte the 
treasury of the State; I have granted, bargained, and sold and by 
these presents as auditor of the aforesaid state do grant, bargain, 
and sell the whole of the Southwest Quarter of Section Thirty-five 
in Towmship Six South in Range One West of the Third Principal 
Meridien to Wyatt B. Stapp, assignee of H. C. Bennet, his heir and 
Beaters to have and to hold the said tract cf land to the said Wyatt 
B. Stapp assigner as aforesaid and his heirs forever; subject how- 
ever to all the rights of redemption provided for by law. In 
vestimony of which the said Auditor has hereunto subscribed his 
nane and affixed his seal this llth day of February, 1834. 

James B. Stapp 
Auditor 


Seal 
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EDUCATION 

Ecucation in Perry County, as in other early counties, was 
rathor meager. The first schools were taught by individuals 
under contract, at so much per pupil, to be paid for in wheat, 
pork, beeswax, deer skins, wool and other articles at market 
price. The teacher "boarded round" among the scholars. The 
schools varied from two to three months in a term. The follow- 
ing description gives some idea of the school house of the 
earlier days. "Our school house was i8 X 20 feet, build of 
round logs, abcut 1833. The openings between the logs were 
closed with pieces of wood, split to the right thickness, and 
daubed with mud; this was calied chinking. % one end was a 
fireplace, six feet wide, for burning wood. The fireplace was 
made of split logs, which were partially defended from the fire 
by a big slate stone, and clay. The chimney was built of slate 
laid in mortar made by mixing wet clay and straw. On each corner 
of the chimney, at the top, was laid a large ball, composed of 
this mortar. These bells answered both for ornaments and holding 
the pieces of the chimney in place. On the east side the upper 
half of the fourth log from the bottom, aa eut out for sixteen 
feet in length; the lower half of the log above this, was cut in 
a Similar manner; through this opening the light entered the 
building except in cold and stormy weather. Above this opening 
was a long plank or board, suspended by leather liinges, to close 
the opening in bad weather. When this opening was closed, some 
of the scholars saw their books by light that Sane through crevices 


in the walls, and others gathered about the fireplace and studied 
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by light coming down the spacious chimney. Parallel with the 
lower edge of the opening in the wall, was vlaced a split log, 
which extended the whole length of the house, and was inserted 
into the space between the logs at each end. This half log was 
our writing desk. The sents were made of Split logs, with holes 
borec into their lower side into which pins, called bent legs, 
eight to twenty inches long were driven. The benches were placed 
near the walls, leaving the central part of the floor vacant. 

On this vacant space clesses stcod to recite, There was not floor 
but the earth. This soon became smcoth, so that walking around 
made little noise." 

Among the early textbooks was Webster's "Blue-Back" speller. 
Sometimes this was the cnly textbook. Also taught was reading, 
writing, ciphering (arithmetic) and morals and manners. Pike's 
Arithmetic was often used. The pupils studied aloud. Pens were 
made of goose quills and the ink was made of poke berries or indigo. 
Copperas was used to make the best ink. Corporal punishment was 
common. A teacher was often judged entirely by his ability to 
keep order or tu whip. The spelling bee was the great social event 
of the school. Often a neighboring school participated in this. 

Many of the parents of the children could not read or write. 
This was especially true of the women. A study of the deed record 
of Perry County from 1827 to 1840 reveals that very few of the 
women could sign their names but Signed by mark. Mrs. Wells was 
ene of the exceptions. 

As far as can be ascertained, the first school was taught in 
Perry County in 1825 by Robert Clark in the southwestern part of 
the county, near Denmark. John S, Haggard taught a school in 
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Paradise Prairie in 1830, but no school house was erected 

there until 1838. Abraham Brayshaw taught a private school 

in the same year in the western part of Nine Mile Prairie. 

A school house was erected later in the year about three and 
one-half miles south of Du Quoin. Mr. Beneldo taught in it. 
Near Pinckneyville the first school was taught in a log school 
house in 1831 near the west side of Four Mile Prairie. In 

1833 the sheriff leased the court house for school purposes 

for a short time. In Tamaroa Precinct, the first school house 
was the Bland School House, built about 1832 and named after 
Grandfather Bland. It was four or five miles north of Tamaroa, 
The first teacher was Jacob Walker. In the Swanwick area the 
first school was in 1834 in a little cabin southwest of Swanwick. 
In 1835 John Fulton taught a school in his kitchen in the region 
of Swanwick. In the Cutler area the first School was on Section 
Sixteen, Township Five South of Range Four West and taught by 
Miss Elvira Tilden. This was in 1827 or 1828, It was a 
neighborhood school and consisted of ten scholars. Each paid 
$2.00 as tuition. 

As the population increased and the county became more 
Settled, schools increased in number. The districts were numbered 
beginning with one in each township and continuing until all 
districts were included. As a result there was confusion. Later 
a@ state law provided that the districts in each county were to be 
renumbered, no district having the same number, There are now 
seventy-five elementary districts numbered two to eighty inclusive, 
with 73, 77, 78, 79 being omitted. In addition there are three 
high school districts no. 100, 101, and 102. Number 100 is DuQuoin 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT MAP OF PERRY COUNTY 
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Tornship High School; number 101 is Pinckneyville Community 
High School; number 102 is Tamaroa Community High School. 
Coulterville, District No. 1, takes a small amount in the 
northwest corner cf Perry County and Campbell Hill High School, 
District No. 163 takes almost ail of the south half of Town- 
Ship Six South of Range Four West. The rest of Perry County 
is non-high territory. Each of the districts have the right 
to conduct school and levy taxes for the meintenance of the 
same. 

At first there were no regular school districts. School 
commissioners were appointed to take care of the money as a 
result of the sale of school lands. Later school trustees 
were elected for each township. They loaned the money, much 
of it at 10% interest. Deeds to the land on which the present 
school houses are built were made to the trustees and not to the 
school directors. 

A careful check has been made to discover the deeds of the 
present schools. As far as can be determined, the oldest deed 
is for Arthur School, District No. 19, in Township Six South of 
Range One Nest. This was dated January 11, 1850. The next is 
Tangen, District 71, in Township Six South of Range Four, dated 
December 15, 1853. The third oldest is North Six Mile, District 
No. 65, in Township Five South of Four West. It is dated April 
27, 1854. In all, twenty-three districts had the deed for their 
school site by the time of the close of the Civil War in 1865. 
Many of these deeds conveyed the property in such a way that if 
the site is abandoned as a school-site, the property reverts to 
the heirs of the criginal owner. 
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One of the first schools for higher learning was that one 
known as the Du Quoin Female Seminary. It was located on the 
south side of the hard road near Old Du Quoin. 4 Miss Pain 
of South Hadley, Mass. who had been sent out by an Educaticnal 
Society from the East, started teaching in the district schocl 
house in June of 1852. In the fell of 1853 she opened a private 
school which became the Seminary. It was granted a Charter by 
the State Legislature. A portion of that Charter is: 

"AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE DU QUOIN FEMALE SEMINARY IN PERRY CO." 
Secticn I. "Be it enacted by the pecple of the State of Illinois, 
represented in the General Assembly, that Benjamin Sprague, George 
D. Wall, Augustus Norton (and fifteen others) are hereby con- 
stituted a body politic and corporate, under the name and style of 
"Du Quoin Female Seminary", to be located in or near the village 

of Du Quoin, in Section Twenty-seven, in Township Six South of 
Range One West of the Third Principal Meridian, County of Perry. 
Section 4. The board of directors shall have power to confer 
graduating diplomas and such other evidences of literary attainments 
as shall tend to encourage thoroughness of scholarship in the 
members of the seminary and shall be useful to them in the varied 
departments of usefulness in society to which they may be called, 
especially that of teaching. 

Section 6. The said institution shall be open to all denominations 
of Christians, and the profession of any particular religious faith 
shall not be required of those who become students. 

Section 9. This Act to take effect and be in force from and after 
its passage, and it shall be deemed a public act, and shall be 
construed liberally in all courts for the purposes therein ex-— 


pressed. Approved February 13, 1855." 
Se 








In 1855 and 1856 a beautiful building was erected. The purpose 
of the school was to train teachers. Diplomas for teaching were 
granted to those who completed the work. Because of financial 
difficulties arising out of the debt on the building, it passed 
into private hands in 1872. For some time thereafter a private 
school for both sexes was maintained. This was the predecessor 
of the Du Quoin High School. Many of the older inhabitants of 
Du Quoin received their secondary training at this school. To- 
day there is no evidence that the place ever existed. 

In addition there were several other private schools but 
little can be learned of them. A Miss Holt had one at the edge 
of Tamaroa. B. G. Roots had a private school at the old home 
at Kimzey crossing, south of Tamaroa. Another one of these 
private schools was located near Duncan School, west of Rice. 
Today there are no private schools operated by individuals. There 
are five elementary schools operated by religious denominations. 

Schools are financed partly by local taxation and partly by 
State Aid funds. Local taxes are assessed against real and 
personal property. The taxes are paid over to the township 
treasurer who pays ak the money on orders issued by the local 
board. For the year 1944-45 this local school taxes anounted to 
$345,323.60. This includes non-high taxes also. The State pays 
to the County Superintendent of Schools each month a check for 
State Aid based upon the claim for the previous year. For 1944-45 
this amounted to $59,576.01. In the future this will approach 


$100,000.00 because of increased state aid. 
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TOWNSHIP MAP OF PERKY COUNTY 











AGRICULTURE 
- Perry County is actually a farming or agricultural county. It is 
an old area as far as its soil is concerned. Much of the coal shows that 
muny centuries ago this area was all swamp land. The present soil itself 
today is of the first glacial period, when all of the county was covered by 
an ice sheet. The later glacial periods did not reach Perry County but some 
of the land was enriched by loess formations. 

The soil may be divided into seven different areas but three areas com- 
prise the major amount of the land. These are: (a) Gray Prairie Soil (b) 
upland rolling timber lend (c) bottom land. 

The gray prairie soil is used mainly for grain farming. The upland 
rolling timber land is the area which hes eroded worse. This is especially 
true where the timber was cut off and grain crops were grown year after year. 
The bottom land at one time wus all covered with timber. Much of that timber 
has been cut off. At the present time the remaining timber in Perry County 
is being harvested destructively. 

The two great enemies of timber land are fire and pasturing heevily. 
Fire destroys not only the standing timber but also the new growth coming 
on. When a farmer clears off a piece of land and burns it off to get rid 
of certain growth, he is damaging his land very much. He is destroying much 
of the valuable mineral contents of the soil. When stock is allowed to 
pasture wood lots or woody pastures, they eat the small tree growth and pre- 
vent a new crop of forest trees. 

Most of the soil in Perry County is acid. The use of lime rock and 
growing of clover will tend to reduce this to a minimum. Also much of the 
soil is low in potash and phosphorus. If soils are built up by the addition 
of minerals and proper crop rotation are used, the fertility of the soil can 


be increased. 
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Although good soils is one of the principle requisites for good crops, 
sunshine and rnin must also be had. Perry County is so situated that it 
receives an abundance of sunshine but the rainfall is variable. According to 
figures given cut by the Weather Bureau of U. S. Department of Agriculture 
the averege mean temperature is about 57.2 degrees ranging from 19 below 
to 113 degrees. Killing frosts occur on the average about October 18 as the 
first in the fall and April 25 as the last in the spring. The maximum amount 
per month of rainfall generally occurs in June with 10.00 inches. The 
minimum amcunt per month generally occurs in August with .44 inches. The 
average rainfall for the year over a five year period is 41.90 inches. 

The rainfall is not always equully distributed and the hill side crops 
often turn out in the summer time. The bottoms sometimes are flooded to the 
point that they cannot be plowed in time to put in a crep to be harvested be- 
forekilling frost. 

The three main grain crops are corn, wheat und oats. About 30,000 
are devoted to corn, 20,000 acres to wheat, and 14,000 acres to oats. About 
5000 acres are devoted to soybeans, this amount increasing in the past few 
years. Although more acreage is in corn than in wheat, Perry County ranks 
52 in all the counties of the state in wheat while she is next to the bottom 
(101) in the growing of corn. This is beceuse most of the wheat grown in 
Illinois is growm in the southern part, while the northern part of the state 
is all corn and soybeans. 

Other crops grown in Perry County are rye, sorghum, peas, hay - all 
kinds. Practically no truck farms exist although every farmer has his own 
garden. Only a few orchards exist in the county and these are mainly in the 
south eastern part around Du Quoin. Strawberries would do well if the people 


would grow them. 
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In addition to these main crops, we find quite a large amount of stock 
is produced. Many dairy cattle provide milk for dairies. Nearly every 
farm produces its own meat with some for slaughter. The Du Quoin Packing 
Company can handle mcst of the cattle and hogs, but large numbers are trucked 
to St. Louis markets. Perry County renks well in the number of chickens 
produced and sold and the eggs produced. There are no large egg producers 
but every farm produces some to sell, 

Some of the more successful farm and farm groups in the production of 
certain products are as follows: 

Among the dairy preducers we find: Edwin Hartsock of Du Quoin; John and 
Eugene Pyatt, south of Pinckneyville; Ed Malan, south of Pinckneyville; 
Homer Hammack, south of Pinckneyville; Jackson Hoge, north of Du Quoin; and 
Rushings Dairy Farm, west of Du Quoin. 

Among the beef producers we find: Du Quoin Packing Company Farms, near 
Du Quoin; H. 0. Winters, south of Pinckneyville; Ed Timpner, south of 
Pinckneyville; August Pundsack, west of Du Quoin and Bartle Brothers, east 
of Pinckneyville. 

Among the leading hog producers we find Charles Knox, south of Pinckneyvilley 
Xelpho Murry, north east of Du Quoin; and John I. Pyatt, south of Pinckneyville. 

Some of the leading grain producers are John Wesseln, southwest of 
Pinckneyville; Williem Crawford farms south of Pinckneyville and the Loos 
Brothers, south west of Pinckneyville. 

Orcharding has declined greatly in the past few years but we find the 
Ritchey orchards east of Pinckneyville; the Manzo and Licata orchards south 
of Du Quoin; Du Qucin Packing Company orchards near Du Quoin and W. W. Brayshaws 
orchards west of Du Quoin and Ernest Plumlee south of Du Quoin. 

George Snider, south of Pinckneyville and Glen Helvey, west of 
Pinckneyville are the principal producers of honey and its products. In 
poultry Allen Rountree has been one of the most successful producers in the 


past few years. 
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About one half of the 1700 farms of Perry County are operated fully 
by the owners. The rest are partly operated by the owners with about 28% 
operated entirely by tenants. Many of the homes are serviced with electricity. 
More are being serviced every day, The Illinois Power Company and the Rural 
Electric Co-op service the county. Many farms have one or two tractors. 
Power machinery is replacing the horse. The coming cf electricity, power 
machinery, and good roads has improved the life of the farmers of Perry County. 
INDUSTRIES 
Although Perry County is mainly an agricultural county, it has many 
industries. These might be divided into three divisions; coal mining, manu- 
facturing; and other industries. 
GOAL MINING 
The mining industry is the principal industry in Perry County. The entire 
county is underlaid with coal. There are various veins at different depths and 
of various thickness, The accumulation of spoil piles in the county attest 


to the fact that many mines have been abandoned. 
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Illinois: shaft mining, slope mining and strip mining. x 


There are three principal kinds of mining as carried on in the State of 


In shaft mining a vertical shaft is sunk down to the coal. Entry ways 
rediate from it in various directions. Cars loaded with coal are pulled to 
the bottom of this shaft, either by mules or by electric trains. The mechanized 
mines use electric engines. These mines in time pull coal three or four miles 
from various directions. There are hills and valleys in the mines owing to 
the fact thet the veins follow the contour of the faults of the land. Pumps 
are necessary to keep out the water and huge fans force fresh air into the mines. 
Coal is hoisted to the surface by a fast elevator system. Generally shaft 
mines are deeper than the other two types. The tunnels or entry ways are 


shored up with timber te prevent cave-ins and death of the miners working. 
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A slope mine is similar to a shaft mine except that the entry way 
goes dowm hill into the ground and continues on to the coal veins. The coal 
is pulled up this encline by a ceble. 

A strip mine is one in which the soil and rock are removed from above 
the @8a1 and then the coal is scooped up. Drills are used to drili holes 
into the ground and rock overburden. Then these are blasted to shatter the 
rock, Huge electric shovels, capable of lifting 25 tc 30 cu. yds. at a time 
remove the rock and dirt, leaving it in huge piles behind. The coal is 
loaded into huge trucks and teken to the tipple where it is graded and loaded 
into cars. 

The soil thrt is left is filled with huge rocks. In some places these 
piles have been planted to trees. In other areas they have been leveled off 
and planted to fruit trees. 

Some of the mines which have long since been ubandoned are: 

Cox Coal Mine and Barber's Coal Mine of Tamaroa 
Du Quoin Star Coal Mine 

Enterprise Coal and Coke Company of Du Quoin 
The Sun Coal and Coke Mine near St. Johns 

Black Diamond Mine - Sunfield 

Beaucoup Coal Mining Company at Beaucoup 
Winkle Coal Mine at Winkle 

Willis Coal Compeny - two mines at Willisville 
White Walnut end No. 1 mine at Pinckneyville 

The county mine inspector, Fred Biby, in his reports for 1945 listed a 

large number of mines inspected. They are as follows with locations: 
Pyramid No. 1 and No. 3 ~ Strip Mine - Pinckneyville 
United Electric Strip Mine - Du Quoin’ 
Peabody Coal Company No. 3 & No. 14 — Majestic - Shaft - Du Quoin 


Ritter Coal Company - Strip - Du Quoin 
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Black Gold Coal Company - Shaft - Du Quoin 

Little Jewe: Coal Company - Shaft - Pinckneyville 

City Coal Company - Shaft - Pinckneyville 

Pinckneyville Coal Company - Shaft - Pinckneyville 

No. 5 Mine - Shaft - Pinckneyville 

Beaucoup Coul Company - Shaft - Pinckneyville 

Lemon Coal Company - Shaft - Tamaroa 

Blanchard Coal Company - Shaft - Tamaroa 

Miller Coal Company - Shaft ~ Tamaroa 

Elm Grove Coal Company - Shaft - Cutler 

Cutler Ccal Company - Shaft - Cutler 

Smith Coal Company - Shaft - Cutler 

Conants Coal Company ~- Shaft - Cutler 

Willis Strip Mine - Strip - Willisville 

Many of these mines, especially the smaller hand-operated mines, are 
not operating at the present time, due to the cost of operation. A letter 
was to sent to all the above mines with requests for information, ~~ but 
only a few responded. Below is quoted replies received. 

The United Electric Coal Company 

"We started operations at our Fidelity Mine in September, 1928. We 
have now 275 men on our operating payroll and 40 men on construction. We 
have a daily average cutput of 6800 tons per day. We expect to be operating 
at our present rate in Perry County for the next thirty years. Fidelity is 
the largest producing strip mine in the State of Illinois, producing 1,510,000 
tons of coal during the past calendar year. Our next yeurs' production expects 
to be 1,650,000 tons. 

H. A. Reid 


Vice President" 
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Pyramid Coal Corporation 

"First coal loaded at Pyramid was on August 18, 1926. For the 
month of August of that year we loaded out 58 cars of coal as compared 
to more than twice thet number now in one day. The year 1926 ended 
with 41,766 tons losded out. The tonnage in 1927 was 159,186 tons; 

1928 was 434,262, etc. until the 1,000,000 tons in 1930. This mine has 
surpassed the million ton mark every year since. Pyramid now empioyes 
318 men with an average monthly payroll of between $90,000 and $100,000. 
The daily output cf coul runs between 6,000 and 7,000 tons. The present 
modern preparation plant was rebuilt in 1939. The mine is serviced by 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad and the Illinois Central. 

C. W. Woolsey 

General Superintendent" 

Ritter Coal Company 

The Ritter Coal Company has had two mines. "Red Fox #1 was constructed 
in 1937 on the W. H. Greenwood property located in the northeast part of 
Du Quoin, Illinois. The mine was successfully operated and owned by 
Leo J. Ritter until April, 1945, when abandonment was necessary due to 
the mine being flooded when the old Grecenvood-Davis Mine broke into the 
workings. This mine held the production record for Perry County from 
1938 to 1945 in the truck mine class, This was the first modern small 
strip mine in the county. It employed approximately 20 men. 

Red Fox #2 was started under the ownership and management of Leo J. 
Ritter in July, 1945 when all machinery, buildings and equipment were moved 
from Red Fox #1 location te a new location located between Pinckneyville 
and Du Quoin on the M. A. Revelle property directly across the road from 


the Nine Mile Baptist Church. Coal mining will start about April 1, 1946 
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but when full production is reached approximately 200 tons per day 
will be produced. A rock quarry is being operated in conjunction with 
the col mine to furnish farmers of Perry County with a supply of 
agricultural lime. Will also supply concrete and road rock. This will 
be the first attempt in the county to operate a rock quarry in con- 
junction with a coal mine to supply farmers of the county with agri- 
cultural line. This mine and quarry will employ more men than Red 
Fox #1. The anticipated life of Red Fox #2 is expected to be ee 
mately 15 years. 

Leo J. Ritter" 


Peabody Coal Company 
Majestic Mine 


"This mine was sunk in 1904 for a daily capacity of 1500 tons. 
All the coal was loaded by hand and pulled to the bottom by mules. It 
has now been completely mechanized, all coal loaded mechanically and 
pulled to the bottom by electric locomotives, and has a daily capacity 
of 5,000 tons. It is 405 fect deep and the estimated life of the mine 
is another 25 years. Since the mine was opened we huve added a washer 
so that the coal is also mechanically cleaned. 
The tipple is located in the SW of the NWj, Section 23, Township 
6S R1W of 3rd P.M. 
E. B. Dangerfield 
Superintendent" 
In reply to a letter to the State Department of Mines and Minerals, 
the following information was received: 
"The records show that the first mine in Perry County was opened in 
1853 and was abendoned in 1939. The owmership at the time of abandonment 
was H. E. Presswood Coal Company, formerly known as Lowden Mine, Langwith 


Mine, North Side Coal Company and various other ownerships. 
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The largest and deepest shaft mine in the county is Peabody Coal 
Comoany No. 14, formerly owned by Majestic Coal Company. It is 412 
feet deep. 

Taking in consideretion the tonnage produced the past several years, 
the Pyramid Coal Corporation is the lurgest in the County. Their tonnage 
exceeds that of United Electric except in the one year of 1942. 

Robert M. Medill 
Director" 
MANUFACTURING 

Perry County has several small manufacturing plants, but three of 

them are large enough to employ many people. 
Du Quoin Packing Company 

The Du Quoin Packing Company, located at the east edge of Du Quoin, 
has increased very much in the past twenty years. It was incorporated 
in 1924. It manufactures various types of finished meat products as 
well as selling dressed fresh meat. It's specialty is Blue Bell products. 

This company employs about 225 people and does a local business in 
Southern Illinois. Most of the raw products, sheep, cattle, and hogs, 
are purchased at the plant from producers in Southern Illinois. Last 
year the expenditures for livestock lecally amounted to $1, 500,000.00. 
ie siieues, production averayes more than $12,000,000.00 yearly. Mr. W. W. 


Neumer ig president of the company. 


Midwest Dairy Products Corporation 





The Midwest Dairy Products Corporation came into being in 1927. At 
that time several plants, which had been acquired through the past years, 


were incorporated. 
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The business was founded by W. R. Hayes and his mother when he 
was a small boy. His father was killed in a local coal mine. A 
small soda water bottling business was started by the boy end his 
mother, All work was done by themselves, including the aelivering 
in a two-wheeled cart. When the business grew, a small ice cream 
department was added, 

Today this company has 44 branches doing business in seven states. 
Du Quoin is the home office for the entire operation. The business 
has a payroll of some 1200 people. Over four hundred trucks are used 
in the operation of the business. Its principle products are ice 
cream, pasteurized bottled milk, end other dairy products over the 
entire territory. In twenty-seven counties of Illinois it operates 
two coca-cola and soda water bottling plants which serve four other 
distributing branches. 

A new bottling company is being built at the north edge of the 
Du Quoin Fairgrounds. The original plant will be used to expand the 
ice cream plant. 

E. J. Hayes of Du Quoin is President of the company, while Don 
Hayes is Treasurer. W. R. Hayes is Chairman of the Board, 

Forest City Manufacturing Company 

This company operates two local plants, manufacturing dresses. One 
of these is located in the old garment factory once operated by Kearnes 
Brothers at Pinckneyville. About 300 people, mainly women, are employed 
in this modern factory. In Du Quoin a similar plant is operated in what 
wes once the Old Baptist Church. Over 100 people are employed there. 
Plans are being made for an enlarged plant to be erected in Du Quoin. 


Besides these three major businesses we find several smaller concerns. 
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Included in these are: 

Rushing Dairy Company, engaged in the dairy industry, and 
located at Du Quoin. 

Benedict's Bottling Company, manufacturers of soda water, 
located at Pinckneyville. 

Willisville Bottling Company, manufacturers of soda water, 
located et Willisville. 

Blakeslee Manufacturing Company, makers of various kinds of 
pumps, located at Du Quoin. 

L.0.X. Cartridge Plant, manufacturers of mine explosives, 
located at Du Quoin. 

Dunn Brothers, manufacturers of concrete materials, located 
at Pinckneyville, 

Du Quoin Toy Factory, located at Du Quoin. 

Tamaroa Home Lumber Company, manufacturers of concrete and 
cinder blocks, located at Temaroa. 

Cutler Creamery and Ice Cream Company, manufacturers of ice 
cream and butter, located at Cutler. 

Pinckneyville Milling Company, manufacturer of flour and other 
mill products, located wt Pinckneyville. 

McElvain Union Feed Mill, manufacturer of feed products, located 
at Pinckneyville. 

Home Bakery, bread and other bakery products, located at Du Quoin. 

Geiger's Bakery, bread and cther bakery products, located at 
Du Quoin. 

Leuschke's Bakery, bread and other bakery products, located at 
Pinckneyville. 

Koeningstein's Bakery, bread and other bakery products, located 
av Pinckneyville. 
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William H. Draege, sawmill, located north of Du Quoin. 
Jack Barber, sawmill and mine timbers, located south of Pinckneyville. 
Les Jackson, sawmill, located at Swanwick. 


Some cf the old businesses which have long since passed out of 


existence ares 


Tamaroa Mill - a grist mill 

Tamaroa Custom Mill - a grist mill 
R. CG. Lisenbey's Grist and saw mills 
The Star Mill Company 

Du Quoin Milling Company 

Davis Mill 

Farmer's Mill 
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City Flouring Mills 

O. K. Mill 

Fallon Mill 

Pinckneyville Knitting Mill 
Du Quoin Plow Factory 


Du Quoin Wagon Factory 
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Rivers, Roads, and Railroads 


Rivers 





Perry County does not have any navigebie rivers on cr within its 
boundary. Pert of the eastern boundary is formed by Litile Muddy River. 
Flowing through the central part of Perry County is Big Beaucoup Creek 
with its north tributary, Swanwick. Little Beaucoup and Big Galum flow 
into Big Beaucoup. Pipestone and Little Galum are tributaries cf Big 
Galum. Reece's Creek forms Du Quoin City Reservoir. Althougn these 
streams were not navigable, except by canves in high waters, they served 
as sources of water power for early mills. Little Muddy and Big Beaucoup 
both flow into Big Muddy in Jackson County. 

Roads 

The first roads in Perry County were animal and Indien trails. One 
of these stretched across from Shawmeetown to Kaskaskia, Illinois! first 
capital. When Perry County was first organized, men were ordered to 
build roads to the County Seat, Pinckneyville. The old St. Louis National 
Road was later built. Roads were laid cut and built as a convenience to 
the farmers, to haul the produce to market. In the ezrly history of the 
County there was a toll bridge over Little Muddy River. In much of the 
area south of Pinckneyville, cordurcy or plank roads were built to keep 
wagons from miring in the swamp area. Woodside Ford, south of Pinckneyville, 
was & very popular crossing of Beaucoup Creek before bridges were built. 

When the state began the system of concrete road building in 1920, 
Perry County began to receive her share. At the present time, about 85 
miles of concrete road are to be found in Perry County. Every city and 


village is connected by concrete roads. Highways 13, 51, 43, 127, 150, 
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152, and 154 cross the County. Easy access to Springfield, St. Louis, 
or Chicagc is obtained. In addition many miles of gravel rosd are to 
be found. Much of this latter was put down in the days of W.P.A. road 
building and it is badly in need of repair at the present time. A new 
farm-to-market program has been instituted. It is hoped that every major 
road can be made an all-weather road. 
Railroads 

The history of railroads in Perry County has not always been that 
of a financiel success. One of the first roads ‘to cross Perry County 
was the St. Louis, Albion, and Terre Haute Railroad Company. Today this 
road is operated by the Mobile and Ohio and goes through Willisville. 
Another early line was the St. Louis and Cairo, or Cairo Short Line. This 
went through Du Qucin and is now a part of the Illinois Central Railroad 
System. The Belleville and Southern Illinois Railroad in 1870 controlled 
the line to Du Quoin for a short while. Later the Cairo and St. Louis 
Railroad was built. This was in 1875. This is today owned and controlled 
by the St. Louis branch of the Illinois Central. The Chester and Tamaroa 
Goal and Railroad Company built a road from Tamaroa to Chester in 1872. 
This was later known as the Iron Mountain Chester & Eastern Railroad. 
Still later it was extended to Mount Vernon and was imowm as the Wabash, 
Chester and Western ~- W. C. & W. - "Wait, Charley, or Walk" because of its 
irregularity of schedule. They leased it to the St. Louis Coal Railroad 
Company. This road was later taken over and is being operated today by 
the Missouri Pacific. Yard facilities are maintained at Pinckneyville. 
In 1882 the St. Louis Coal Railroad Company built a road from Murphysboro 
to Pinckneyville. This is now a part of the Illinois Central Railroad 
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1-Swanwick 
2-Winkle 
3-Cutler 
4-Willisville 
5-Tanaroa 
6-Pinckneyvill 
7T—Dy Quoin 
8-St, Johns 
9-Holden 
10-Sunfield 
11-Denny 
12-Pyatt 
13-Matthews 
14-Conant 
15-Jame stown 
16-01d Du Quoin 
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In 1855 the Illinois Central main line was completed through 
Perry County. This brought about the building of industries and towns 
along its route. The Illinois Central main line from below Du Quoin 
to above Tamaroa pays no local tax to Perry County taxing bodies but 
pays directly to the state. The other roads all psy local taxes. 

Perry County's railroad system is used mainly to transport its 
coal, grain, and livestock to foreign markets. Except during the war, 
cars and buses transport most of the people to various places, 

VOTING 

In view of the fact that all students are potential voters, it 
wes thought best to add some information about voting. 

All people of sound mind, 21 years of age, and legal residents of 
the precinct are allowed to vote. Women cannot vote when they are 16 
but must be 21. To be e legal resident of a precinct a person must 
have lived in the precinct at least 30 days, in the county at least 90 
deys and in the State of Illinois at least one year. Perry County is 
divided into twenty-four voting precincts. Nine of these are in Du Quoin 
and six are in Pinckneyville. 

Since the permanent registraticn law went into effect a few years 
ago, there are certain regulations to be met. All people must be registered 
in their owm precinct in order to vote in that district. They must be 
bona fide residents of that district. 

If a person moves to another precinct in this county he should 
notify the county clerk at least twenty-eight days before election time. 
If a person moves from one county to another county in Illinois he must 
register anew. 

If a person becomes 21, he should register at least 28 days before 


election. This is done in the office of the county clerk. If a person 
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becomes 21 less than twenty-eight days before election time, he must 
register anyway at least twenty-eight days before election. 

If a woman marries and changes her name, she must re-register at 
least twenty-eight days before election. If she knows she will marry 
during this twenty-cight day period, and will change her name, she must 
register that fact with the county clerk et least twenty-eight days 
before election. 

Members of the Armed Forces vote without being registered. 

A person who will be absent from the county on election day can 
vote an absentee ballot, either in person at the office of the county 
clerk not later than three (3) days before election, or by mail not 


later than five (5) days before election. 
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NN. re street Brule 
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